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‘The period of the next few months was one of the
increased tension followed later by a gradual recovery
from the mental strain that had been oppressing the Poet
for so long.

At the beginning of the European war this strain had
become almost unbearable, owing both to the world
tragedy of the war itself and the suffering of Belgium,
which the poet felt most acutely. He wrote and published
simultaneously in India and England three poems which
expressed the inner conflict going on in his own mind.
The first of these was called The Boaiman and he told
me, when he had written it, that the woman in the silent
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courtyard, “who sits in the dust and waits", represented

Belgium. The most famous of the three poems was The

Trumpet. The third poem was named 7The QOarsmen.

Its outlook is beyond the war ; for it reveals the daring

venture of faith that would be needed by humanity if the

old world with its dead things were to be left behind and

the vast unchartered and tempestuous seas were to be

essayed leading to a world that was new.’
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‘Rathindranath Tagore is 2 maker of Form. To the art
of India of today he gives back the dignity of its craft.
Out of the Storehouse of his mind he shapes the order of
things and their fitness. He carves objects from many
woods and paints the portraits of many flowers. His
work does not belong to any school. Self-taught and
straight-forward it follows the discipline of first prin-
ciples and applies them with a tenderness of precision
to small objects and pictures.

‘They belong to the house where one should see
and use them every day. Caskets and cigarette cases,
trays, stands and like are proportionate each in its
own parts as much as to its use. Ebony and Gambhar
or any jungle wood are carved with accurate delicacy ;
it is fostered by a racial memory wherein mastery over
curves and planes evokes architectural associations.
Nothing however is copied from and no revivals are
attempted of any phase of Indian art. The traditions of
Indian architecture are the unknown guardians under
whose command Rathindranath Tagore gives to small
objects the charm of their structure and felicities of
texture. They range from rustic surfaces to agate-
smooth planes rich with the grain of their wood. Some
of the objects are inlaid and others painted. In some
cases, designs by Pratima Devi and Surendranath Kar
contribute to the enhancement of their shapes.

‘The art of living has many varieties Its pattern is
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indissoluble from its background. Santiniketan, the
Visva-Bharati, is the background and home of
Rathindranath Tagore and his work. He furnishes the
edifice which Rabindranath Tagore, his father, has built
so that each small thing is in its place, the seats and
caskets, the flowers in their bowls, all ready for use and
delight

‘The flowers he painted in vraious media, in a tech-
nique of his own where colour is structural and the
background of the picture pulsates with their vibrations.
Rathindranath Tagore knows flowers by his love for
them and by science. He is a biologist by training. He
is also the architect of his garden in Santiniketan. To
its luxuriant harmony he bas brought plants from many
parks of the earth and from the wundergrowth of the
Indian jungle ; he has made them all thrive together
each in the soil it requires. He cares for them, knows
and paints them. With loving science he draws the
firm logic of their patterns and gives them the space and

ground on which they breathe their fragrance.’

CHECY



S bl IR @w wfry Sl whw | IVwAd
Tatabsts amifas fhs ety RN Aeriitass o551 3
faas 358 Fafkaetd ( ‘Aapl’ tars soee ) 9B otz wl TRy
33 NYAFF 73 Al—

“ofaQr Rfea et amifas wifigs sz fofe
F 3 UrRiRT cva e B3 q Aitea «a oA gon vy
“l@vife Sxoitnea Seaty 8 FHaA6Bm woifas wRiw SEd w4y
WS A1 | g sRoylq 28ee <K (XM (Tt (Il
CHLE A4S IWmTAT ATITA-AH 5% @I Bz (Fta
c3td faaen fog fog Bt auifae 28y ifstase aytdzeia
FRFE w41 G Seoigea cona (atq Sz faafws 2y a1
3 ¥ fayea wifafarz2ea @ #3a sty 2oty ozl Aa
Tl Graawarer | ferstadty  FABT V&l Bfer-daw
ANF AP Wowe) 8 wH™fFe wilyizq Frwe) agy fafen
IO IrAaSiy Tagd Ay @ cAdar AR WAt
TRANEA | @yiae: 4NwIYATSIT I WY 1A 8 UiARifT
CRUIA AT A AT 1S 2&ANG | BRG] 97 el 3w
AF wAg Atz Ntfefaceeray AT wgd gfics @i
Fttae GAIECS (Fl WES ), 7 AAefarre fofF avasty afiw
GAECS AN ZTRANEA | GG 28 @R Y-t FufES Wi,
fap, ciatzl @l atgafas fefd reana siea Arrigm ae
Mg AfRAfes Ffaattga ; Sigla wa (Fealtay oMot I¢q, ABRA
HTAIFA IR A FLEARNG— @B FWIAIT FIGT A%ifzs
TRIely | FiA a4y Wy 9y owfaw wAye Ralzdsy fefd
w19 AT AR @@ @A AZIN wA-RewA 7Ry Bgera
RSl At Otz AIASd wyylAEiAr | Wiy &(F
gt g9 A oife 9 wiawifa R, el @ wa
#fafaRsita woifers guidal Afrsty 1, w28 wsfaew cana

o8



ety iy wafAed 9 Thol «f& 3R A3AT ®}E Wi
fite (oA wqIefivre i Ty @AWY BAFITHT TGS
R AR | ARGIE oared wiwgey fawer ity ey
afzs qoT SEAAR cEte fUAidn ARt clefais  Toad)
FRAT 7 A AMFiFnd Utys 2ZARA |1 S 'Y @&
wE4 gfAvts 747, f&s, @Als @S AT of1e FIAIRAICRA |
SIZNHT Areq A@4a], Wi¥Sq @ I/ 7 cafaes = 2w,
«wf5ra8 2131 creelq 4@ HREN Atvay aite IR 1 AAlF
a3 Taivt fagad Ffam fofa @ gita wiatan Seoiyrae FoFif
TRl | Sixta oottt w3k wi| Iteas wava, At
w3g) crfita @ Faz IfEFi7 wRdASl ANE MWL ¥ 33
TeifRF | fRrstadz @ 216 shewian Afke evtetesi
afes 4ifFn @R WIAIAS WRwT 8 AASFAIT ARAAA AW
vt Ffigte fofa 3 Bfer s=ifss RfFy AN=ww [t
FfAgies 827 va IpAAAN 283 IFNE wF =W

03¢



